WEBBER TOWNSHIP
	LAKE COUNTY, MICHIGAN


NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING ON THE CONFIRMATION OF A
 TOWNSHIP-WIDE SPECIAL ASSESSMENT DISTRICT FOR 
FIRE PROTECTION  

TO:	THE RESIDENTS AND PROPERTY OWNERS OF THE TOWNSHIP OF WEBBER, LAKE COUNTY, MICHIGAN AND ANY OTHER INTERESTED PERSONS.

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that the Township Board of Webber Township will conduct a public hearing at the Township Hall, 2286 W. Springtime Street, Baldwin, Michigan 49034 on Thursday, March 9, 2023 at 5:30 p.m., to confirm a Township-wide special assessment district for the purposes of specially assessing benefited properties to defray the cost of fire protection in the proposed special assessment district in the Township; to consider the amount to be levied in such special assessment district in the first year and to hear comments or objections thereto. The Township Board has passed a resolution tentatively declaring its intent to confirm the foregoing special assessment district (Webber Township Fire Protection Special Assessment District) as approved by the Township electors at the November 8, 2022 election, and has further tentatively found the Township’s ability to provide fire protection services and/or to contract for the provision of a fire department to be financed by special assessment to be in compliance with the statutory requirements.  

	PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE that the district within which the cost of fire protection is proposed to be assessed includes all taxable lands and premises in Webber Township’s territorial boundaries.   

PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE that the Township Board has budgeted for fire protection services in an approximate amount of $81,312.17 for the fiscal year 2023-24. The proposed budget is on file with the Township Clerk at the Webber Township Hall, 286 W. Springtime Street, Baldwin, Michigan 49034. Persons interested in reviewing the budget may review the documents at the Office of the Township Clerk during regular business hours of regular business days. 

PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE that a PA 33 of 1951 special assessment is billed on the December tax bills. The Township proposes to levy a flat rate of approximately $25 per taxable residential and residential-vacant parcel, and taxable industrial and commercial parcels shall be assessed based on taxable value in December 2023, by special assessment for funding of fire protection services. 

PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE that the question of raising money for fire protection services by special assessment was submitted to the electors of the Township for a vote at the November 8, 2022 election and passed. 

PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE that at said public hearing, the Township Board will consider any written objections to any of the foregoing matters, which objections may be filed with the Township Board at any time prior to the public hearing and may also be filed with the Board at the public hearing, as well as any revisions, amendments or changes.   

PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE that if the Township Board determines to create the special assessment district, a public hearing will be set by resolution to consider the amount of the special assessment to be levied against benefitted properties. Appearance and protest at that public hearing is required in order to appeal the amount of the special assessment to the State Tax Tribunal. An owner or party in interest or his or her agent may appear in person at the hearing to protest the special assessment, or shall be permitted to file his or her appearance or protest by letter received at or before that public hearing. If such letter of protest is filed, personal appearance of the property owner is not required.

PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE that any owner or person having an interest in the real property being assessed, who has appeared at the aforesaid public hearing, may file a written appeal of his/her special assessment with the Michigan Tax Tribunal within 30 days after the confirmation of the special assessment roll by the Township Board. 

PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE that in future years, the Township Board proposes to redetermine the amount to be levied for fire protection services in the district for the next fiscal year at its regular March Township Board meeting each year without further mailed notice. All interested persons are invited to be present at the aforesaid time and place to submit comments concerning any of the foregoing. 

	The Township Board will provide necessary and reasonable auxiliary aids and services, to individuals with disabilities at the hearing upon reasonable notice to the Township Clerk of the need for the same.  Individuals with disabilities requiring auxiliary aids or services should contact the Township Clerk by writing or calling the undersigned Clerk at least five (5) days prior to the hearing.

						Webber Township
						Katheryn Young, Clerk 										2286 W. Springtime Street
						Baldwin, Michigan 49304
						231-745-3651
						https://webbertownship.org/ 


